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STUDENTS  of  MEDICINE, 


TO  THE 
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Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Provost,  Magistrates, 
and  Town-council  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh. 
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TO  THE 


\ 


Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Provost, 

o 

Magistrates,  and  Town-Council 

<  4 

of  Edinburgh. 


HE  following  addrefs  is  prefented  with  the  foie  view 
of  promoting  the  good  of  the  Univerfity  and  City  of 
Edinburgh.  When  fuch  is  its  intention,  there  is  no 
occafion  to  follicit,  from  the  guardians  of  the  wel¬ 


fare  of  both,  a  candid  confideration  of  its  contents,  nor  to  in¬ 
treat,  that,  what  is  meant  only  to  declare  the  fentiments  and  ivifhes 
of  thofe  who  are  more  immediately  interefted  in  your  determi¬ 
nation  of  the  point  to  be  confidered,  fhould  not  be  conflrued 
into  a  vain  and  ill-judged  attempt  to  infringe  any  of  your  un¬ 
doubted  rights. 

We  who  make  this  application  are  Students  of  Medicine  in 

•your  Univerfity. - -By  the  death  of  the  late  Dr.  Whytt,  wc 

have  been  deprived  of  a  truly  learned  and  juftly  celebrated  Pre¬ 
ceptor.- - By  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Rutherfoqrd,  we  can 


no  longer  enjoy  the  inflrudtions  of  a  man,  whole  years  and  long 
fervices  have  juftly  intitled  him  to  retire,  with  honour,  from 
the  burden  of  Academical  duties-. - We  are  fenfible,  that. 


from  the  manner  in  which  their  feats  are  fupplied,  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  Univerfity  and  Magiftrates,  and  our  hopes  of  farther 
improvement  here,  muff  entirely  depend. 

We  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  the  reputation  of  the  Uni¬ 
verfity  and  Magiftrates,  the  good  of  the  City,  and  our  improve¬ 
ment,  will  all,  in  an  eminent  manner,  be  confulted,  by  en- 
gaging  Dr.  Gregory  to  relinquifh  the  ProfefTorfhip  of  the 
Practice  for  that  of  the  Theory  of  Medicine,  by  appointing 

A  2  Di\ 


*  The  flgnecl  original  of  this  addrefs  was,  on  Monday  April  28th,  1766,  prefented  in  the 
rooft  reipe&ful  manner  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Provoft,  by  a  committee  unanL- 
moufly  appointed  by  the  Students  of  Medicine,  v/ithw full  powers  for  that  purpofe. 
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Such  are  the  confidera'tions,  that,  as  Students  of  Medicine,  en¬ 
gage  us  to  entertain  thefe  fentiments,  with  regard  to  the  difpofid 
of  the  Profeffors  feats :  But,  were  we  for  a  moment  to  conlider 
ourfelves  as  Citizens  of  Edinburgh,  additional  motives  would 
croud  upon  us  :  the  honour  of  the  Univerfity ;  the  honour  of 
the  City,  intimately  connected  with  it ;  the  great  advantages  a- 
tifing  from  the  confluence  of  Students  ;  the  certain  diminution 
of  that  confluence  upon  decay  of  the  Univerfity ’s  reputation  ; 
the  neceflity  of  railing  that  reputation  to  the  higheft  pitch,  in  or¬ 
der  to  attain  pre-eminence  over  rivals  in  other  Universities ;  the 
fame  of  having  contributed  to  that  additional  ' reputation ;  the 
dilagreeable  reflexion  of  having  lelfened  it,  would  then  be  a 
few  of  the  many  arguments,  on  which  we  would  enlarge  to  our 
Representatives  and  Governors,  as  incitements  to  their  adopting 
the  fcheine  we  propofe. 

But,  without  conlidering  ourfelves  in  that,  to  us,  imaginary 
relation,  we  prefume  to  hope  we  have  fuggefted  arguments,, 
which  will  induce  the  Council  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power 
to  bring  our  propofal  to  execution. 

We  end,  by  again  alluring  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Pro- 
volt,  Magiftrates  and  Town-council,  that  our  intention  here  is 
only  to  inform  them  of  the  fentiments  and  njoifhes  of  the  Stu¬ 
dents-;  that  we  are  entirely  fenfible  that  our  opinion,  unlefs 
from  its  tendency  to  publick  benefit,  fnould  have  no  influence 
on  the  unqueflioned  independency  of  the  Councils  conduct;  and 
that  it  is  alone  from  the  conviction  of  fuch  being  its  tenden¬ 
cy,  that  we  have  been  prompted  to  make  this  add  refs.  What 
other  motives  could  prompt  us  ?  We  have  no  private  enmity  to 
gratify,  nor  fuccefsful  rival  to  oppofe.  Though  we  fhould  pro- 
fefs  to  have  been  guided  only  by  private  interefi,  our  private  in- 
tereft,  in  this  affair,  is  intimately  and  infeparably  connected  with 
the  publick  good. 

Finally,  whatever  be  the  fuccefs  of  our  endeavours,  we  are 
happy  in  having  this  opportunity  of  publickly  exprefling  our 
gratitude  to  our  Profeffors,  and  regard  for  the  City. 
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We,  therefore,  whofe  names  are  hereto  fubjoined,  unanimouffy 
concur  in  declaring  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Provoft,  Ma~ 
giftrates  and  Town-council  of  Edinburgh,  that  we  are  thorough¬ 
ly  convinced,  that  Dr.  Gregory’s  relinquifhing  the  profeffor- 
fhip  of  the  Practice  for  that  of  the  Theory  of  Medicine,  that 
the  appointment  of  Dr.  Cullen  to  the  practical  chair,  and  the 
eledftion  of  Dr.  Black  as  Profeffor  of  Chemiftry,  will  add  to 
the  reputation  of  the  Univerfity  and  Magiftrates,  and  contribute 
highly  to  the  good  of  the  city  and  of  the  Students  of  Medi- 
cine. 

Poftefled  of  this  conviction,  we  therefore  alfo  unanimouffy 
concur  in  intreating  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Provoft,  Magi¬ 
ftrates  and  Town-council  of  Edinburgh,  in  the  moft  humble 
and  earneft  manner,  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  put  in 
execution  the  fcheme  above  propofed. 

The  above  was  ftgned  by  one  hundred  and  fixty  Students . 

Since  the  above  addrefs  was  approved  and  ngned,  a  plan  of 
arranging  the  Profefibrlhips  has  been  communicated  to  us,  of 
which,  thus  late,  it  is  ftill  thought  neceftary  to  make  mention. 
• — By  this  plan  it  is  propofed,  that  Dr.  Cullen  and  Dr.  Gre¬ 
gory  fhould.  be  appointed  conjunCtly  and  feverally  Profeftbrs 
both  of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  Dr.  Black, 
be  eleCted  to  the  chair  of  Chemiftry. 

Guided  only  by  the  faint  light  of  our  Own  prudence  in  our 
ardour  for  the  publick  caufe,  proceeding  with  the  moft  reveren¬ 
tial  deference  for  eftablifhed  forms,  intending  to  propole  no 
change  but  what  might  be  effected  by  the  compliance  of  one 
man,  and  which  our  exalted  opinion  of  his  character  gave  us 
the  moft  juft  grounds  to  expect ;  there  is  no  wonder  that  %ve 
fhould  not  have  ventured  to  fuggeft  an  alteration  in  teaching 
the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Phyfick,  which,  however  expedient, 
has  hitherto  been  unexperienced  in  this  Univerfity. 
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But  when  we  Confider  the  conformity  of  that  plan  with  our 
own,  in  fo  far  as  producing  an  arrangement,  by  which  Che- 
miftry,  Theory  and  Practice,  are  taught  by  Dr.  Black,  Dr. 
Gregory,  and  Dr.  Cullen  ;  when  we  reflect,  while  choice  is 
ftill  left  to  the  Student,  of  profecuting  Phyfick  in  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  formerly  taught,  that,  at  the  fame  time,  pe¬ 
culiar  advantages  arife  from  its  being  in  his  power  to  learn 
Theory  and  Practice  from  the  fame  perfon  ;  when  we  forefee  the 
immenfe  and  rapid  progrefs  to  be  expe&ed  in  fciences  thus 
taught  by  two  men  of  genius,  contefting  with  noble  emulation 
the  prize  of  fame  ;  finally,  when  we  confider  the  fantftion 
this  propofal  has  received,  by  taking  its  rife  among  the  Profef- 
fors  of  Medicine  themfelves,  we  cannot  but  molt  heartily  ap¬ 
prove  and  fincerely  admire  it. 

Without  therefore  enlarging  on  a  fcheme,  the  propriety  of 
which  will  doubtlefs  be  urged  to  you  by  a  weight  of  argument 
worthy  of  that  illuftrious  body  where  it  took  its  rife,  we  whofe 
names  are  fubfcribed,  with  the  molt  perfedl  unanimity,  declare 
our  concurrence  with  it,  and  that  the  execution  of  it  will  be 
to  us  equally  agreeable  and  advantageous  as  of  that  which  we 
have  before  fuggefted. 

The  above  was  figned  by  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  Students. 


A  report  having  been  malignantly  propagated,  that  the  framing  and  prefentation  of  thi* 
addrefs  were  fuggefted  and  conduced,  not  by  the  Students  of  Medicine  themfelves,  but  by 
one  of  the  Profeffors  of  Medicine ;  we,  the  committee  appointed  for  prefenting  it,  who  have 
had  accefs  to  be  acquainted  with  the  particulars  relative  to  thefe  matters,  hereby  declare,  in 
the  moft  folemn  manner,  that  fuch  report  is  entirely  without  foundation. 

James  Maddocks,  M.  D.  Alexander  Monro  DrVMMOND. 

Thomas  Smith.  James  Blair. 
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